
It’s hard to believe that one year ago, on July 1 to be 
exact; I officially assumed my role as the interim chair 
of the Department of Otolaryngology-Head and Neck 
Surgery. This past year has been a time of growth, 
discovery, challenges and accomplishments. I am 
humbled and honored to have the opportunity to lead 
such a vibrant group of faculty and staff, and remain 
appreciative of the support and encouragement I’ve 
received from my colleagues, staff, patients and alumni 
this past year. 

As I am sure many of you are aware, Dr. Carol Bradford, 
who served as our department’s chair from January 
2009 to July 2016, assumed the newly-created role 
of executive vice dean for academic affairs for the 
University of Michigan Medical School. I believe I speak 
for many of the members of our department when I say 
I am saddened that Carol will no longer be providing 
direct leadership for our department; however, we are 
fortunate that she continues to provide leadership to us 
in her new role.

In October, we had the honor of hosting over 100 alumni 
at the bi-annual Michigan Work Society Meeting, which 
was once again held at the iconic Jack Roth Stadium 
Club at the Big House. 

We are also excited to announce dates for the 2018 
Michigan Work Society Meeting! I hope that all of you 
mark your calendars for October 4-6, 2018 and plan to 
reconvene at the Big House for our academic meeting, 
gala dinner and, of course, Michigan football! 

In May, the division of head and neck oncology 
returned to the Big House to host its inaugural research 
symposium. We welcomed head and neck cancer 
specialists from around the state to review the latest 
advances in personalized medicine for 

head and neck cancer, and enjoyed a tour of the locker 
room and field at the conclusion of the conference. It 
was an excellent opportunity to engage with fellow 
clinicians, researchers and other medical professionals 
to improve multi-specialty collaboration in the treatment 
of head and neck cancer.

We continue to be a department that champions of 
global and community outreach and development. In 
March, I returned to Komfo Anokye Teaching Hospital 
(KATH) in Kumasi, Ghana, with my colleague Dr. Jeff 
Moyer. The following week, Dr. Greg Basura, Bruce 
Edwards and Bianca Waller, RN visited KATH to continue 
our collaborative effort with their physicians and 
trainees. In addition to teaching in the clinic, operating 
room and temporal bone lab, the team lead by Dr. Basura 
focused on beginning a project designed to collect 
objective data about the rates of hearing loss in children 
in Kumasi, with the goal to improve future hearing 
screening and therapeutic options. 

Each time I re-visit Ghana, I’m reminded of how 
fortunate we are to help other healthcare providers. As 
employees of a large, reputable health system, we are 
all in service to our local and global community. In my 
opinion, our most lasting and fulfilling achievements will 
be earned by helping others.

I remain proud to lead this department, and as we head 
into a new fiscal and academic year, I look forward to 
what’s in store, and for the opportunity to work with all 
of you to make it happen.
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